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Analysis of Social, Economic and Geographic Location of
School Transportation in Jeddah

J. A. Abdulaal

Department of Urban & Regional Planning
Faculty of Environmental Design, King Abdulaziz University
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia
(Received 31.12.2002 Accepted 01.12.2003)

Abstract. The main objectives of this study are: to examine and eval-
uate the relation between the students home and school locations; to
examine the socio-economic characteristics of students; and to define
the effect of these factors in the selection process of transport mode.
Also the study tried to find travel distance and cost of school trans-
port, who drive the students. The study first examined the role of the
family in the selection of home and school site and how this process is
affecting the selection of transport mode.

Also the study has examined the role of Educational Departments
and their criteria which are used to decide schools locations and the
roles which other governmental agencies play (such as Ministry of
Transport, Municipalities, Traffic Department) in relation to traffic
control, and regulating the transport sectors.

The study found that about 45% of students walk to school a dis-
tance up to 1.5 km, while 55% use different modes of transport es-
pecially private car. The study found that family size, sex, cost, travel
distance are important factors in selecting school transport modes.
The study developed different models to classify transport mode and
cost structure, and to support the family decisions in selecting the
proper school transport mode.

The study has concluded that the State should be involved in de-
veloping, controlling and supporting school transport system. There is
a need to evaluate school location, provision policy and to use small
schools model instead of large school buildings to ensure good dis-
tribution of school locations to reduce walking distance.

Keywords: School location and Transportation, School Transportation
Cost Model, School transport modes, School and home lo-
cation.





